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La Africana Closure Plan
Site location

Nueva Pudahuel S.A, owns the land of the old mining site "La Africana", 
originally belonging to Santiago Mining Company, Anaconda Group.
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La Africana Closure Plan
Characteristics of the Site

The property is located next to the real estate development "Lomas de 
Lo Aguirre", Metropolitan Region, Pudahuel commune.

The property has an area of ​​81.4 hectares, there is a dam of 24.3 
hectares.

Relaves TM 2.400.000

Ley Cobre Total % 0,38

Ley Cobre Soluble % 0,29

Recuperación % 58

Cobre Fino Total TMF 9.120

Cobre Recuperado TMF 5.290

Sulfato de Cobre Pentahidratado TM 21.158

Nueva Pudahuel S.A.
La Africana - Chile

Parámetros del yacimiento
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Committed works
-  Disarmament of remaining facilities
-  Filling of shafts and subsidences
-  Closing and blocking of mine 
interior access curbs
-  Implementation of perimeter fences
-  In the case of the tailings deposit:
•  Construction of a river protection 

wall (Mapocho River).
•  Rearrangement and stabilization of 

the tailings slope.

At the end of the Plan, the areas affected by environmental liabilities are: a 6.2 
ha construction exclusion zone and a 24 ha tailings storage area.

La Africana Closure Plan
Closure Plan Approved
On October 7, 2002, through 
Resolution No. 2362, the National 
Geology and Mining Service 
(Sernageomin) approved the “La 
Africana Mining Site Closure Project”.

Nueva Pudahuel S.A.
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La Africana Closure Plan
Alternatives Studies

In parallel to the development of the Lo Aguirre Closure Plan, and in 
search of a better solution for the stabilization of the tailings dam, two 
alternatives were studied.

But none of them gave a real solution to the existence of the Environmental 
Liability.

Nueva Pudahuel S.A.
La Africana - Chile
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La Africana Closure Plan

On August 21, 2009, the Environmental Impact Statement of the “Congo” 
Project was presented; obtaining the RCA on May 24, 2010, valid to date, 
whose proposal improves the La Africana Closure Plan.

▪ Extraction and transfer of 
tailings

▪ Reprocessing
▪ Final and definitive 

disposal of tailings in Pit 
Lo Aguirre.

Concept solution

Final Alternative: Extraction - Transfer - Reprocessing and Final Disposal 
in Main Pit Lo Aguirre.

▪ The tailings deposit is totally eliminated. The 24 hectares of land are 
released. The land has alternative uses.

▪ The project is self-financing

Expected effect

Nueva Pudahuel S.A.
La Africana - Chile
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La Africana Closure Plan
Congo Project

The tailings reprocessing and neutralization plant is installed in lands of the Lo 
Aguirre Mine. The tails obtained are subjected to a filtering process, then 
neutralized and transferred to the main pit of Lo Aguirre.
The process acts in a closed circuit, which avoids the possible generation of 
environmental externalities.

Nueva Pudahuel S.A.
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La Africana Closure Plan
SERNAGEOMIN / BGR AUDIT (Germany

The alternatives and the solution proposed by Pudahuel were evaluated through 
two studies carried out by independent consultants, within the framework of a 
cooperation agreement between the National Geology and Mining Service of 
Chile (SERNAGEOMIN), the BGR of Germany and Nueva Pudahuel.

The results of these studies confirm that the lifting, treatment and relocation of 
tailings is the best technical, economic and environmental alternative.

The final effect of this solution is the total elimination of the liabilities of the 
former La Africana Site and the tailings remain duly confined in the Lo 
Aguirre Pit.

Nueva Pudahuel S.A.
La Africana - Chile
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The most relevant aspects of the Congo Project, whose concept will 
improve, in its form and substance, the original La Africana Abandonment 
Plan:

•  Give the waste a chemical and physical stability higher than the 
usual standard applied in these cases confined in the Pit de lo Aguirre

•  Allow the reclamation of land and the rehabilitation of a sensitive 
area from an environmental point of view.

La Africana Closure Plan
Expected results

The Opportunities and Strengths (of the Business); are:
• Replicable: Applicable to any deposit in the world.
• Duplicatable: it is possible to work simultaneously in more than one    

deposit.
• Mobile Plants: Especially for low volume dams, but of high interest for 

metallic species.
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La Africana Closure Plan
Public Authorities and Universities:

The experience accumulated since the 
development of the Closure Plan of the 
Former Mine Lo Aguirre and the development
of the project Congo, has been shared with 
various relevant authorities and institutions 
associated with mining activity, as well as 
universities (COCHILCO, CEPAL MINIM, 
Institute of Mining Engineers of Chile, among 
others).

The authority has the support of the project, 
since this experience is in line with the 
project of the State of Chile, called "Adapta 
Tu Relave 2.0".
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La Africana Closure Plan
General parameters

The development of the project contemplates a period of approximately 
12 months for the development of detailed engineering and the 
construction stage. The processing of the tailings is carried out in a 
maximum of 6 years and a last period of 6 months for the development of 
the closure plan associated with the project and committed to the RCA.

The project contemplates the treatment of 2.1 million tons, with 
a reprocessing rate of 350,000 DTM/year for 6 years, with a 
total production of 18,514 tons of copper sulfate pentahydrate.

The value of copper sulfate in the market means that a pound of copper 
is valued almost twice, which allows a return of around 18%, with an 
estimated investment of US$ 15 million.
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La Africana Closure Plan
Projections and scaling

The scope and impact that can be developed from the project that, 
quantified, can reach the level of a world-class project. Ultimately, this is 
a great piloting and a radical alternative for the elimination of mining 
waste.
A conservative estimate determines global inventory of 583.39 million 
tons of material, with 5.94 million tons of fine iron, 2.39 million metric tons 
of fine copper equivalent, and 1.84 million ounces of gold equivalent, 
which gives it the character of a world-class global warehouse.

A valuation of the Resource Inventory has a potential equivalent to US$ 
12,329,243,233, therefore, the global project that is finally presented is a 
World Class.
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